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25. Chattanooga, Tenn.

A city stages a comeback
fueled by artists and retailers,
In 1968, Walt
L:ll'ﬂ! L hatts noo

f sy
he "dirtiest™ cm.-ln
5, |Imus:)a it

rhaul with a

Omn the heels of this artistic transfor-
mation has come the inevitable, yet not
2 oartique boom in places
y restored Warehouse
¥

ping center filled with local, up-
and artisanal goods.
SARAH WILDMAN

26. Dakhla, Morocco

In Morocco’s south,
an arty hideaway.
Moroceo's cool crowd doesn't want
anyone else to discover this remote but
strangely beautiful desert town on the
Atlantic Coast of the Western Sahara,
rea with a tumultuous history now
everned by Morocco, On a 30-mile
p spit of sand between the ocean and
il Lagoon about 600 miles south
thee town is becoming one
wind- and kite-

atr
of Marrab
of the wo

ns,
to Dakhia than high-
me for its Medgling
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21. Maldives

A cushy place for hard-core
surfers? Here it is.
When one thinks of the Maldives, a
| atolls in the Indi-
vision 52,000

.||()l an, one might e
1ilts over

R{:ss Phillips, founder of Tropicsurf, a
h-end surfing

aurant, and the
he remate private
GISELA WILLIAMS

WHERE TO GO

In Malacca, Malay:

tiques shops, gorge on Malacea's out-
standing local specialties, like creamy,
iksa at the family-run
ADMI LINDT

29. The Algarve

Portugal's Riviera gets
a new spale of fux u|3 hotels.
The Algarve, on Portiy
«coast, has long been a major package-
holiday destination for northern Euro-
peans. But the sun-drenched region is
i ider crowd as it re-
Ip O DEW O reno
emph ng style,

authenticity and c\cMrn-u-dImo\-. In
Portimao, a perfect example is th
regpenad 38-room Hotel Befa V
This 1918 villa over Imklm,:lw-nmm:-s
seaside Prain da Rocha

have been undergoing a dizzying slate
of improvements that will eventus
L

with adjacent Algvnc- Meadows; at 6,0
acres, it now offers the most ski te
in the United States. Guests can take a
free shuttle between base areas and will
Il:u! among ather upgrades, new =k
pol ‘A'nll(‘\ expanded terrain
rea with mini-
taurants, in-
cluding Rocker @ Squaw, a burger joint
where skiers can upload their own hel-

fi and an on-mountain restaurant
th stellar views of the Pacific Crest,
Advanced skiers can explore 170 ac

of new gladed terrain or hop a snowcs
to ski the Sawtooth Ridge. Likewise, Si-

s
by the French hotelies
and features a 5

There are hotels opening in quieter
areas of the Algarve, too, including the
striking Martinhal reso 5, 1
aConrad hotel sche
vember. Trendy Lisboans are also flock-
ing 1o Olhio, a former fish-canning town
turned resort with stylish lodging op-
tions, like the recently opened
rina Hotel & Spa, and natural a
tions, including the Ria Formo:
tonal park made up of one of the | n;.o‘.(
barrier-reef lagoons in Europe, wi
you might have the pristine beauty of
white sand beaches to yourself — for
now, at least ALEXANDER LOBRAND

30. Tahoe, Cali.

Neuw lifts, lodging,

trails and snowcat rides.

Lake Tahoe's seven major ski areas

it E
to Hucklel I)err\' C:mwm Kirkwood n:nur
ted its Mountain C

erily added three tradl
sehool center and

31. Wales

A new hiking path brings new
views of rugged shores.
Wales's many hiking trails are known
for their views of rugged highlands and
eliff-hemmed coasts. Exploring the
couniry by foot will become easier in
Ma

will be open to cyclists and horseba
riders — follows the Atlantic and the
Sea over the bet n§.ﬂ: of the country,

IN 2012

shde resort towns ke Tenby,

While few will have the legs 1o tackle
the entire trail, outfiners including Celt-
ic Trails and Contours Walking Holidays
li I..h(LJl the load by offering inn-to-inn
luggage shuttles over several portions
of the long distance path.

ELAINE GLUSAC

32. Antarctica

Still remote and exotic.
Now luxurious too.

A hundred years ago the race to the
South Pole held the world in thrall —
poor Robert Falcon Scott lost the tithe as
the first man there, by a month, to the
Norwegian Roald Amundsen, and died
o his way back through the unforgiv-
ing landscape.

The 100-year anniversary of the arriv-
al of these rugged explorers is a remind-
r of our continued fascination with a
pbon that remains in many asre-

rey
maote, exolic and evocative as it ever

was, White Desert is marking the event
with anew camp that allows travelers
to spend the night in accommodations
that Amundsen and Scott could only
have dreamed of: fiberglass pods with
en-suite bathrooms, d; ing rooms and
comfy beds. During the day, groups
{limited to 12 ) pass the time ice climb-
ing, abs hrough open crevasses,
kite skiing and visiting colonies of Em-
peror peaguins.

Another way to see the icy seapes is
by ship: Abercrombie & Kent's Le Bore-
al, for example, ¢ avigate some of
the smaller fiords and has onboard ex-
perts who lecture on everything from
wildlife to the history of the region,
Luckily though, the number of overall
tors will remain restricted, guaran-
ng. it is hoped, at least another 100
rs of relative isolation and prlsnnL-
wilderness. ONDINE COHANE

FROM LEFT
Coolidge Park,
in Chattanooga.
The night sky
over Dakhla Bay
at the Calipau
Sahara hotel in
Dakhla, Moroc-
co, BOTTOM
Rush hou
Golden Gat
metro station in

Kiev.

33. Uganda

Stability and sustainable tourism
restore luster to Africa’s pearl,
Marred by the murderous regime of
Beki Amnin in the 18705, Uganda remained
largely off the ty I African safari tour
map. But after
of relative st
weri Museveni, the count
ston Churchill called the
rica” is regaining some of its allure for

tourists.
While Uganda |

t been without

problems, including twin bombings in
Kampala during the 2010 World Cup,
some street he

during pol

antagonism I.'ummig.‘n;. peaple
considered one of the more stable coun-
tries in sub-Saharan Alrica.

The country is perhaps best known to
tourists as the home of half of the
world's last remalning mountain goril-
las, and this year there are more oppor-
tunities to spot the elusive creatures.
The Uganda Wildlife Authority recently
added two gorilla families to the grnurﬁ
it tracks on tours in Bwindi Impens
hile Forest, a Unesco World Heritage
site in southwest Uganda, Sanctuary
Gorilla Forest Camp, o luxury tented
camp inside the forest, is working with
the Batwa Pygmy tribe, indigenous
hunter-gatherers who were relocated
when the par k was established, to share
Ilurc with guests.
IJ.:wd in Water-
1 safari ever

Be\ and u:>c|u>r gorilla encounters,
Uganda is also the source of the Nile,
boasts mountains that are among the
highest in Africa — the Mountains of the
Moon in Rwenzori Mountains National
Park — and offers formidable white-wa-
ter rapids for thrill seekers,
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